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Upcoming Events In Marley Park
 
❖ March Events 

•  March 14 
Marley Park Matters Welcome Team 
Dinner for current and prospective 
neighborhood Ambassadors. 
Heritage Club, 6 pm. 

•  March 19-23 
NO SCHOOL. Spring break for both 
Dysart Schools & Legacy Traditional.

•  March 24 
Marley Park Matters Egg Hunt Filling 
Event. Heritage Pool House,  
10 am to 12 pm.

•  March 25 
Hourglass Park Block Party

•  March 26 
MPCA Annual Board of Directors 
Meeting and Election. Heritage Club, 
6 pm.

•  March 28 
Marley Park Matters meeting & Egg 
Hunt Prep. Dinner provided. Heritage 
Club, 6 pm.

•  March 31 
Marley Park Matters Easter Egg Hunt. 
Founders Park, 10 am.

❖ April Events 

•  April 24  
Maricopa County Election Polling. 
Vote from 6 am to 7 pm. at the 
Heritage Club.

 ❖ May Events 

•  May 20 
Marley Park Matters New Neighbor 
Welcome Brunch.  
11 am, Heritage Club.

•  May 23 
Marley Park Matters meeting.  
Dinner provided. Heritage Club, 6 
pm. RSVP through the Community 
Calendar at marleypark.com.

•  May 24 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL for Marley 
Park Elementary and Legacy School.

•  May 24   
School’s Out for Summer Pool Party. 
Heritage Pool House,  
6:30 to 8:30 pm.

•  May 28  
MPCA Office Closed

Editor:  Daniella Hauptmann (Daniella@westusa.com)   |   Designer: Graig Giuliani 

Marley Park Matters is published once a quarter on the first of March, June, September and December. The purpose is 

to encourage community engagement by showcasing Marley Park events, organizations, partners and neighbors. The 

newsletter team is need of neighbors to join our group and/or write articles for upcoming issues. It is not necessary to 

join the newsletter team if you want to write one or more articles. We strive to have a variety of neighbors writing about 

different topics. Please contact Daniella Hauptmann for more information at Daniella@westusa.com.

Thank you to the Marley Park Community Association, Inc. (MPCA) for print support.

10th Annual Marley Park Easter Egg Hunt 
By Rhiannon Miett

Ten years ago, Marley Park residents Bill Adams and 
Charlotte Confer joined forces to create the Marley Park 
Easter Egg Hunt! Fast forward to the present, where the 
Marley Park Easter Egg hunt has become a time-honored 
tradition. Charlotte has managed this event for almost a 
decade but this year, on its 10th anniversary, Charlotte will 
“pass the carrot” to a new group of residents. 

Marley Park Matters is working with Charlotte to ensure a 
smooth transition of this beloved family event. The MPCA 
believes, ‘people own what they help create’. Proof of this 
statement lies in the many resident created and managed 
community traditions—the Patriotic Parade, Chili Cook-
Off, Pawstume Parade, Community Thanksgiving dinner, 
Easter Egg Hunt and the list goes on. Events like this 
could not happen without the help of not only resident 
leaders like Charlotte, but also resident volunteers. 

If you have a few hours to spare and would like to volunteer  
at the 10th Annual Marley Park Easter Egg hunt, please 
contact Tannia Cardosi tcardosi@dmbcommunitylife.com. 

Volunteer Opportunities include:

Egg Stuffers 
Saturday, March 24th 

Heritage Pool House   |   10am-12pm

Tasks — Fill 6,000 eggs with candy

Event Set-Up 
Saturday, March 31st 

Founders Park   |   8am-10am

Tasks —   Ensure park is clean of  

trash before the hunt

Egg Hiders 

Saturday, March 31st 
9:30am-10:20am

Tasks —  Take small bags of eggs and 

hide them in the grass

Event Photographers 

Saturday, March 31st 
9:30am-10:45am

Tasks —  Take photos of event and share 
with MPCA for use in eblasts 
and social media.

Clean-Up 

Saturday, March 31st 
9:45am-10:45am

Tasks —  Recycle eggs for next years 
event. Pick up trash after event, 
load recycled eggs into cars.

Visit marleypark.com/resident-calendar  
for more information on all events

Stem Festival 
By: Robin McDaniel

On Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. you are invited 
to attend a S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
Festival at the Surprise City Hall and grounds. Part of the AZ SciTech 
Festival, the event will offer hands-on science based activities and 
demonstrations, showcase S.T.E.M. projects created by students, and 
present speakers from ASU (covering subjects like Big History and 
Beer) and RISE (Speaking on “How the Brain Works”), as well as a 
speaker who will educate attendees on how micro-organisms affect 
our daily lives and will affect our future. This is the perfect opportunity 
for people to talk to S.T.E.M. experts about what the future holds for 
us and for students interested in a S.T.E.M. career to connect with 
professionals who specialize in fields of study that interest them.

The S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Festival is 
the result of a grant proposal written by Marley Park resident Larry 
Henley and the sponsorship of The City of Surprise, RISE lifelong 
learning, Dysart School District No. 89, Ottawa University and ASU. 

For more information contact:  
Seth Dyson  623-222-1500 seth.dyson@surpriseaz.gov 
Larry Henley 623-866-2255 larry@fastq.com



The Meritage Homes preliminary plat 
plan for Marley Park Phases 4 & 5 (the 
parcel of land surrounding Legacy 
Traditional School primarily north of 
Sweetwater Blvd.) was presented to 
the City of Surprise Planning & Zoning 
Commission at a meeting on Thursday, 
February 15, 2018. 

Six Marley Park residents spoke about 
their concerns with aspects of the plan, 
including the location of Meadows Park 
(and the dog park it is slated to include) 
being south of Sweetwater Blvd. and 
adjacent to already existing homes with 
view fences and gates. They also spoke 
about the possible heavy public usage 
of the dog park and Warrior Park (with its 
public trail and cross fit equipment) and 
the need for adequate parking, as well as 
the need for signage differentiating the 
Meritage development from the MPCA-
administered Marley Park community. 
Similar issues were addressed in letters 
sent to the commissioners by other 
residents before the meeting.

After receiving assurances that Meritage 
Homes is committed to reviewing these 
issues the Planning & Zoning Commission 
voted to approve the plat plan.

The approved plan includes 776 single-
family homes plus a section (29 acres) 
of multi-family housing on the 235 acre 
parcel. There will be 44 acres of open 
space that will include 9 HOA run parks 
(the largest being 16.9 acres). Residents 
will belong to an HOA established solely 
for that development. (Since this is a spin 
off community they will not belong to 
the MPCA and there will be no sharing of 
amenities.) Meritage Homes intends to 
sell some of the platted parcels of land to 
other home builders.

The minimum lot size of the single family 
homes will be 3,500 (the minimum 
allowed by the Marley Park PAD) and 
the high density housing parcel will 
be located on the northeast corner of 
Bullard & Sweetwater, to the west of 
Legacy School. Sweetwater Blvd will be 

extended through to Litchfield, 144th 
Ln extended from the north end of the 
Legacy campus to Waddell and old Oak 
extended from Bullard to 144th Ln. (So 
not through to Litchfield at this time.)

The same Marley Park signature 
brick walls will surround this spin off 
community and DMB will have final 
design review approval (though no 
elevations have been submitted yet  
for city approval). The first phase will 
include a park and 6 model homes as 
well as The Homestead (clubhouse).  
The Homestead amenity area will include 
a pool, fire pit plaza, a half basketball 
court, horseshoes, bocce ball, BBQ  
grills, tot lot and outdoor kitchen.

For updates on the future status of 
the plans for the Meritage Homes 
community as well as projects being 
built in other areas of Marley Park, 
please join Marley Park Matters on 
Facebook at: facebook.com/groups/
marleyparkmatters

Spring Cleaning with Kids!  
By Vicki Deluzio

It’s Election Time!

An election will be held at the annual 
meeting of the MPCA Board of Directors 
on Monday, March 26, 2018 at 6 p.m. at the 
Heritage Club. The total number of lots 
in our community master plan has been 
reduced to 1,820 so homeowners will 
be electing two Owner Directors.  They 
will serve alongside the three Directors 
appointed by Marley Park’s founder, DMB.

Remember, you can only cast one vote 
per household. So, each Marley Park unit 
can cast one equal vote, and only one-unit 
owner can cast their one vote on behalf of 
the entire unit. Information on the three 
candidates (Donna Bronski, Valerie Jackson 
and Robin McDaniel) for the two Owner 
Director positions was sent out to all 
homeowners on February 13th; it can also 
be found by logging in to marleypark.com 
and clicking on the ELECTION tab on the 
home screen.

To make voting more convenient, the MPCA 
is offering online voting. Online voting 
begins Tuesday, February 27th and ends 

Thursday, March 22nd. You will receive your 
5-digit voter registration code by postcard 
or via email. Your voter registration code 
is your MPCA account number. If you do 
not wish to vote online, you can vote by 
attending the Annual Meeting on March 
26. For any questions related to voting or 
to request an Absentee Ballot or Proxy, 
contact Rebecca Zieber at the MPCA at 
rzieber@dmbcommunitylife.com or 623-
466-8825. Absentee and proxy ballots 
must be received back by the MPCA no 
later than Friday, March 23, 2018.

This is quite possibly the most important 
Board of Directors election ever! Marley 
Park is now over 70% built out, which 
means the founder will be turning control 
of the community and the MPCA over to 
residents soon. (Turnover is estimated to 
occur within the next twelve to twenty-
four months). The Owner Directors 
elected now will be a huge part of that 
transition process, so review the candidate 
information carefully and VOTE!

By Robin McDaniel 

Purchase your 
VCP paver now!
Purchasing a Veterans Com-
memorative Plaza (VCP) paver 
is available on-line using a 
credit card. Go to www.mar-
leypark.com/vcp and click the 
‘Purchase Paver or Donate’ but-
ton. Note:  When prompted, 
click the green ‘Tickets’ button. 
If you want to purchase the 
paver by check, click the “Print-
able Form’ link and follow the 
instructions.

The VCP is open to the public at 
large to purchase a paver.  An 
engraved paver for the VCP is a 
perfect gift for any occasion.    

For more information, go to 
the www.marleypark.com/vcp 
website. You can also contact 
Bill Adams, billandespy@cox.
net, (623) 444-9877.

With spring cleaning season coming at us fast, you 
may think that your child isn’t capable of doing 
the deep clean that your house so desperately 
needs! However, kids have been doing chores for 
centuries! It is not only appropriate that they do 
chores, but is great for learning responsibility, for 
exercise and for helping others!

My children, ages 8, 5 and 4 are all responsible  
for putting away their own laundry, cleaning their 
own rooms, cleaning the table after each meal  
and wiping it down, cleaning bathrooms and 
picking up after the dog.

Cleaning with kids doesn’t have to involve dangerous 
chemicals either! You can purchase a plain spray 

bottle that can be found at Bashas’, then mix  water 
and vinegar in for a simple cleaning spray. It’s not only 
a natural cleaner but also a highly effective one! It is 
great for bathrooms and windows especially.

Spring cleaning can also mean outdoor yard work! 
With the weather heating up quickly in the Valley, 
get the yard work done early so that you aren’t 
sweating. Kids as young as 3 can pull weeds (with 
supervision), sweep dirt and make sure rocks are in 
their beds. It can even be fun with a little bit of music 
and dancing.

With a little bit of preparation, a list of tasks to  
be tackled and a few supplies your house can  
be clean in no time-with the help of your kids!

Meritage Homes Update

The Welcome Committee
Part of what makes Marley Park so special is the warm welcome we give our new residents. 
The Welcome Committee is resident-run and in need of volunteers in the Arbor, Bumblebee, 
Strata, Storybook, Legacy and Windrose Park neighborhoods. It takes only a few minutes 
of time to send out an email or drop off a welcome gift but it can make a huge difference in 
helping a new neighbor feel at home and part of our community! If you can help out, please 
send an email to Robin McDaniel at marleyparkwelcome@gmail.com.

By Robin McDaniel

-2- -3-

Vicki DeLuzio is the writer of the blog SurpriseAZMom.com and lives in  
Marley Park with her Veteran Husband and three children.
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