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Upcoming Events In Marley Park
By Robin McDaniel

❖ December Events 
•  December 8 

Marley Park Matters Holiday
Movie Series: ELF; Heritage
Club, 6 to 9

•  December 9 
Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Heritage Club

•  December 10 
Marley Park Matters’ Cookie 
Exchange; Pool House, 2
to 4 p.m.

•  December 10 
Registration closes for
Holiday Home Decorating 
Contest

•  December 11 
Holiday Home Decorating  
Contest Judging, 7 to 9 p.m.

•  December 15 
Marley Park Matters Holiday
Movie Series: Polar Express; 
Heritage Club, 6 to 9 p.m.

•  December 16 
Home for the Holidays: Gin-
gerbread House Decorat-
ing; Heritage Pool House,
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

•  December 18 – 24 

Pick up luminaria bags;
Heritage Club foyer for 
Christmas Eve Luminaria 
display

•  December 20 
Heritage Pool House closed
for cleaning until sometime
in the afternoon.

•  December 21 
Early release, Marley Park

•  December 21 
Early release, Legacy 
Traditional

•  December 24 
Christmas Eve Luminaria 
display

❖ January Events 
•  January 3 

Heritage Pool House closed
for pool cleaning until
sometime in the afternoon.

•  January 17 
Heritage Pool House is
closed for cleaning until
sometime in the afternoon.

•  January 27 
Coffee with Neighbors in 
Arbor Park, 9 to 10 a.m.

•  January 31 
Heritage Pool House is

closed for cleaning until
sometime in the afternoon.

❖ February Events 
•  February 7

Heritage Pool House is
closed for cleaning until
sometime in the afternoon.

•  February 15
Early release, Marley Park 
Elementary

•  February 16
Early release, Marley Park 
Elementary & Legacy
Traditional School

•  February 18  
New Neighbor Welcome
Brunch at the Heritage
Club Brunch at 11 a.m.

•  February 19 
No school, Marley Park 
Elementary & Legacy
Traditional School

•  February 21
Heritage Pool House is
closed for cleaning until
sometime in the afternoon.

•  February 24
Coffee with Neighbors in 
Legacy Park, 9 to 10 a.m.

Kids Corner | Jack & Peyton Zimmerman
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Marley Park Matters is published once a quarter on the first of March, June, September and December. The purpose is 

to encourage community engagement by showcasing Marley Park events, organizations, partners and neighbors. The 

newsletter team is need of neighbors to join our group and/or write articles for upcoming issues. It is not necessary to 

join the newsletter team if you want to write one or more articles. We strive to have a variety of neighbors writing about 

different topics. Please contact Daniella Hauptmann for more information at Daniella@westusa.com.

Thank you to the Marley Park Community Association, Inc. (MPCA) for print support.

Connections Team

The Connections Team creates opportunities for 
Marley Park residents to participate in learning, 
engage in activities and share their talent both in 
Marley Park and the greater Surprise community. 
To learn more about what’s going on in Surprise 
(and how you can be part of it) contact Kathie 
Morgan (morgankat13@gmail.com) or Ruth Alley 
(r.alleyoops@hotmail.com).

Neighborhood Engagement Team

The Neighborhood Engagement 
Team helps facilitate connections 
between park neighborhoods, 
helping neighbors become 
friends. Love to meet new 
neighbors and have a little time 
extra time to give? Come help at 
an event! Just email Donna Bronski 
(dbro5012@gmail.com) or Tannia 
Cardosi (tanniacardosi@gmail.com).

Warm Welcome Team 

The Warm Welcome Team reaches out to every 
new resident in Marley Park. Part of what makes 
Marley Park so special is the warm welcome 
we give new residents; our community is 
built on neighbor connection! Neighborhood 
Ambassadors make welcome visits to new 
residents to drop off information and a welcome 
gift. They are also a resource for new neighbors 

and help with the quarterly New Neighbor 
Welcome Brunches. If you have an 

hour or so a month you can give, 
the Warm Welcome Team needs 
you! Contact Robin McDaniel at 
marleyparkwelcome@gmail.com 
for more information.

The New Marley Park Matters is Here! 
By Robin McDaniel

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE  
HOLIDAY FOOD?

Continued on page 3

Recently, resident volunteers came together to rename and reinvigorate the Marley Park Leadership 
program, which gives resident volunteers ways to enhance the quality of life for their fellow Marley 
Park residents. Now christened Marley Park Matters, the program’s purpose is to create a 
stronger sense of community by organizing neighborhood events and providing clear and accurate 
communications on a variety of platforms (including social media). 

Marley Park Matters currently consists of six teams, each with a separate focus and each designed 
to connect Marley Park residents with their neighbors or the greater Surprise community. We 
hope you will be a part of the new Marley Park Matters! If you are on Facebook, be sure to join  
us at facebook.com/groups/marleyparkmatters.

Jadyn’s favorite holiday food is 
ham and her mom’s stuffing.  
<< Jadyn

Cade and Delaney‘s favorite
holiday food is their great
grandmother’s caramel rolls on
Christmas Eve and Madden‘s
favorite holiday food is mashed 
potatoes on Thanksgiving. 

<< Cade, Delaney and Madden

Olivia and Alex’s favorite
holiday food is the Christmas 
sugar cookies that they cut out
and decorate!

<<Olivia and Alex

Visit marleypark.com/resident-calendar for more information on all events

Eden Buckwalter enjoying a donut at 
Coffee with Neighbors – A Marley Park 
Matters Event. 



Holiday Break can be so much fun, unless you have bored 
children! Luckily, there are tons of fun things to do during the 
Winter Break right here in the valley! Staycations are possible at 
some of the best places in Phoenix, whether you are doing a day 
trip or weekend getaway.

1.  Zoo Lights in Phoenix. If you love 
looking at light displays, you should 
check out Zoo Lights. Running nightly 
from November 22nd-January 14th 
from 5:30-10:30pm, this is a great family 
activity.  To purchase tickets go to 
phoenixzoo.org/event-items/zoolights.

2.  Speaking of lights, Christmas at The Princess Hotel in 
Scottsdale has an amazing event for families nightly. Light 
show, Santa, ice skating, living nativity, s’mores, Build – A – Bear 
Workshop and more! For more information go to  
www.scottsdaleprincess.com/Seasonal-Events/Christmas-at-
the-Princess .

3.  The Mesa Temple in Mesa-The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints Temple in Mesa is an amazing free nightly 
event. With lights, tours of the visitor center and nightly 
concerts through New Year’s Eve, you will be amazed by the 
beautiful gardens and scenery. For more information go to 
www.mesachristmaslights.com .

4.  City Skate-Phoenix. If you are looking for a downtown 
experience, CitySkate has a beautiful tree and holiday  
themed area with Ice Skating! For more information go  
to www.phxicerink.com 

5.  After all those cookies-explore the 
outdoors! There are some amazing 
places to go hiking and exploring in 
the Phoenix area including-Papago 
Peak in Phoenix, Skyline Regional Park 
in Buckeye, Estrella Regional Park in 
Goodyear, White Tank Regional Park 
in Waddell, Usery Park in Mesa, and 
Thunderbird Mountain in Glendale.  
All have amazing views and trails that  
are kid friendly.

6.  Head up north! Sedona, Flagstaff and Williams are all popular 
destinations for day/weekend trips. While it doesn’t always 
snow before the New Year, keep an eye out on the weather 
and grab a sled or do some winter hiking! 

7.  Head down to Tucson for cave viewing at Colossal Cave 
Mountain Park, The Reid Park Zoo, Pima Air and Space 
Museum or check out Mount Lemmon for some hiking 
northeast of Tucson.

New Marley Park Matters... Continued from cover

Marley Park Growth & the MPCA

Marley Park is experiencing a period of rapid growth with a mix of development types that 
is unique in our community’s history. To clarify where these new developments stand with 
regard to the Marley Park Community Association (MPCA) here is some helpful information:

Full MPCA Members: Residents of the 
single-family homes and townhouses that 
are currently built/under construction (so 
the “old” part of MP and the newer Ashton 
Woods, Bellago and David Weekly Homes) 
that pay a monthly MPCA assessment:

•  Have access to all the common areas 
such as Marley Park’s parks, green spaces, 
paths and trails.

•  Have access to and the ability to reserve 
the amenities (i.e., the Heritage Club, Pool 
House & Block Party Trailer). (In other 
words, they are key cardholders.)

•  Have access to MPCA signature events.

•  Have access to MPCA programs, Marley 
Park Matters, clubs and groups.

•  Are subject to the MPCA design 
guidelines and the design review process.

Non-MPCA members: The Meritage 
Home community (approximately 950 
homes to be built on the property by 
Legacy Traditional School, east of Bullard, 
north of Sweetwater. It will be called 

“(Community name) at Marley Park”):

•  Are subject to DMB’s design review 
process (i.e., they must follow the 
guidelines and requirements of the Marley 
Park PAD) and will have the signature 
MP red brick perimeter wall. (They will 
have their own parks and amenities and, 
possibly, their own HOA.)

Pro-rated MPCA Members: Christopher 
Todd Properties’ The Cottages at Marley 
Park, the apartment home complex being 
built at Old Oak & Whisperwood Dr.

•  Will pay 34% (currently $36.04) of the 
monthly assessment per unit. (The city 
approved 174 units, so that would be 
$6,270.90 per month at the current 
assessment rate. Christopher Todd 
Properties will be the MPCA member,  
not the individual tenants.)

•  Have access to all the common areas  
such as Marley Park’s parks, green  
spaces, paths and trails.

•  Have access to MPCA signature events 
(but with a limited number of tickets).

•  Are subject to the MPCA design 
guidelines and the design review process.

By Robin McDaniel 

Purchase your 
VCP paver now!
Purchasing a Veterans Com-
memorative Plaza (VCP) paver 
is available on-line using a 
credit card. Go to marleypark.
com/vcp and click the ‘Pur-
chase Paver or Donate’ button. 
Note:  When prompted, click 
the green ‘Tickets’ button. If 
you want to purchase the paver 
by check, click the “Printable 
Form’ link and follow the 
instructions.

The VCP is open to the public at 
large to purchase a paver.  An 
engraved paver for the VCP is a 
perfect gift for any occasion.    

For more information, go to 
the www.marleypark.com/vcp 
website. You can also contact 
Bill Adams, billandespy@cox.
net, (623) 444-9877.

Community Outings Team 

The Community Outings Team plans and hosts 
experiences that allow Marley Park residents to 
explore the world outside Marley Park. Meet your 
neighbors and make new friends while visiting a 
wine or music festival, attending a a play or ballet, 
or enjoying a casino night! For more information 
on upcoming events and to learn how you can help 
plan our next outings, email Jill Blesch at jillblesch@
hotmail.com.

Communications Team 

The Communications Team keeps Marley Park 
residents informed about all the events, news, 
and volunteer and leadership opportunities 
happening in our community through the quarterly 
Marley Park Matters newsletter, the monthly 
neighborhood Marley Park News & Events email 
and the Marley Park Matters Facebook page. 

Contact Daniella Hauptmann and Robin McDaniel 
at MPMattersCommunications@gmail.com for 
information on how you can become involved in 
keeping your neighbors connected. 

Philanthropy Team

The Philanthropy Team is dedicated to creating 
personal fulfillment and connectivity among 
Marley Park residents through helping others. The 
Philanthropy Team organizes the quarterly visits to 
St. Vincent de Paul to Feed the Homeless and holds 
donation drives for shelters, food banks and other 
service organizations. Is there a charitable program 
or organization dear to your heart that you think 
can benefit from our residents’ generosity? Are 
you interested in organizing or helping with a drive 
or event? Let Valerie Jackson know at valerieaz@
hotmail.com.

Holiday Break Activities

The Welcome Committee

Part of what makes Marley Park so special is the warm welcome we give our new residents. 
The Welcome Committee is resident-run and in need of volunteers in the Arbor, Bumblebee, 
Strata, Storybook, Legacy and Windrose Park neighborhoods. It takes only a few minutes of 
time to send out an email or drop off a welcome gift but it can make a huge difference in help-
ing a new neighbor feel at home and part of our community! If you can help out, please send 
an email to Robin McDaniel at marleyparkwelcome@gmail.com.

By Vicki Deluzio

-2- -3-

With all that Arizona has to offer, December can be an amazing time for families! You can also check  
out my blog at www.surpriseazmom.com for some great ideas and events in the Phoenix Valley!
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By Robin McDaniel

 
❖ December Events 
•  December 8 

Marley Park Matters Holiday 
Movie Series: ELF; Heritage 
Club, 6 to 9

•  December 9 
Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Heritage Club

•  December 10 
Marley Park Matters’ Cookie 
Exchange; Pool House, 2 
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Heritage Pool House is 
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sometime in the afternoon.
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sometime in the afternoon. 
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Coffee with Neighbors in 
Legacy Park, 9 to 10 a.m.
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program, which gives resident volunteers ways to enhance the quality of life for their fellow Marley 
Park residents. Now christened Marley Park Matters, the program’s purpose is to create a 
stronger sense of community by organizing neighborhood events and providing clear and accurate 
communications on a variety of platforms (including social media). 

Marley Park Matters currently consists of six teams, each with a separate focus and each designed 
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